York Mystery Plays Supporters Trust presents: visit http://ympst.co.uk 

A Mystery Play Taster Session.

Would you like to take part in a production with the York Mystery Plays Supporters Trust, but don’t quite know what you’d be getting into? We will be holding an informal play-reading event, designed to be a taster session: this event will be held Sunday 17th August, at 5:30pm, at the Merchant Adventurers’ Hall. To give us an idea of numbers, please RSVP to our Chair, at emily.hansen@ympst.co.uk if you plan to attend. 

You will have the opportunity to read some of the York Mystery Plays aloud in a supportive environment and see what they’re all about, ask any questions you might have about being part of YMPST, and meet some new people. 

The event is mai[image: Image]nly aimed at those who would like to get involved with the Mystery Plays but have no prior experience, but those with prior experience are welcome too, as are those who would like to join York’s theatre community more generally. We will read plays 8 and 9 from the York Cycle, ‘The Building of the Ark’ and ‘The Flood’ as well as extracts from The Nativity; everyone will get a chance to read a part. 

We aim to have some printed scripts on hand to borrow, but if you are happy for us to email you a copy to read on a device, please let us know.

Please spread the word to anyone who might be interested in attending - we hope to see you there!




















Photo J Saunders: The Nativity Shepherds Gifts; Tithe Barn Nether Poppleton.





Auditions for The Nativity

We are very pleased to announce details of auditions for the Nativity. If you are interested in auditioning, please contact our Production Manager, Janice Newton, at janice.barnes-newton@ympst.co.uk or contact Janice on 07391288743. 

After last year’s successful touring production, this year we will visit St Hilda’s Tang Hall, St Mary Bishophill Junior, St Mary’s Haxby, and All Saints North Street. Using the framing device of a convent setting, this Nativity will be full of music and candlelight. 

Auditions will be held:

*Tuesday 2nd September at St Mary’s Church in Haxby at 6:30-8:30pm.
*Wednesday 3rd September at St Hilda’s Church in Tang Hall at 6:30-8:30pm.
*Saturday 6th September at All Saints North Street in the city centre at 2-5pm.

For your audition, our Director, Paul Toy, has asked that you prepare a reading, which can be from a play, a book, a poem - anything you feel comfortable with (no need to learn anything). You will be given a short extract from the Nativity script to look over and read aloud, and you might also be asked to sing unaccompanied; any song you like: we only want to hear if you can stay in tune and sing along with other people. If you are uncomfortable with singing let us know at the audition-you can still be in the cast!

Performances will be 29th of November, and the 2nd, 4th, 6th, and 10th of December, with dress rehearsals previously on 25th & 26th November and 1st & 5th December.  The performances in St Mary’s Haxby will be on Saturday 6th December.

If you would prefer to help backstage, or with front of house, we would also love to hear from you. Please spread the word to anyone who might be interested!

We are also looking for an Assistant Director for this year’s Nativity. A great opportunity for someone wanting to gain directing experience, in a supportive environment, working alongside an experienced director. Expressions of interest should be sent to our Production Manager, at janice.barnes-newton@ympst.co.uk by Sunday 24th August. 
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